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; By JOHN MEANS 

Journal Washington Corr espondent 

WASHINGTON 

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy preached a 
sermom of conspiracy yesterday as the 
House Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions opened its first week of public 
testimony on the death of the Rev. Mar- 
tin Luther King. 

“I believe very firmly it (King’s 
death) was a political assassination, I be- 
.lieve it was a conspiracy, I believe it was 
j- an attempt to kill the dream,” he told a 
i packed committee room after relating 
| how the civil rights leader died in his 
j arms in Memphis on April 4, 1968. 

; Abernathy was the lead-off witness in 
i a week that will be highlighted tomorrow 
I by the appearance of James Earl Ray, 
j who is serving a 99-year sentence for 
i , Fr j—.., !-..r ,i .. 



King's murder in Brushy Mountain 
Prison at Petros. 

The Atlanta preacher, who was King’s 
lieutenant and successor in the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, ac- 
cused no one of conspiring with Ray, but 
he hinted broadly that the FBI harrass- 
ment, wiretapping, and efforts to dis- 
credit King s position as the foremost 
black leader of the civil rights struggle. 

He confirmed a story' that has been 
hinted at in a television dramatization of 
King's life and death: that the FBI paid a 
group or young black militants called the 
Invaders to riot during a civil rights 
march in Memphis two weeks before 
King’s death. King came to Memphis to 
lead the march in support of a garbage 
workers’ strike, and Abernathy testified 
that he was horrified by the sound of 
glass shop windows being broken behind 



him as the march went down Beate 
Street 

“Later we discovered that some of 
these young men were being paid by the 
FBI as informants and to discredit tha 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence by acts of violence ... we were 
greatly concerned, because never before 
had we confronted a group that were 
paid informants of the FBI...” 

He said King was greatly agitated be- 
cause it was the first demonstration he 
had ever led where violence was initiat- 
ed by his followers, and that played a 
role in his determination to return to 
Memphis two weeks later on the trip 
that killed him. 

“We live in a racist society,” Aberna- 
thy said in response to a question by Rep 
Harold Ford, D-Teon., as to whether 
png had reported threats on his life from 



the FBI. “Oh yes, we reported them, but 
you take a racist white man and put an 
FBI badge on him, that does not change 
his heart ... it becomes very apparent 
that the FBI had no intention of doing 
anything about them _. also we knew of 
(J. Edgar) Hoover’s feelings .„ he had 
called Dr. King the most notorious liar in 
the country ... We would report, for the 
record, many of these threats, but we 
knew ... that no investigation took 
place.” - 

'•* Ford also brought out that the direc- 
tor of fire and police in Memphis at the 
time was Frank Holloman, a retired FBI 
agent who was close to Hoover person- 
ally and professionally. 

Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane, was in 
the audience as Abernathy testified, and 
told reporters afterward that Abema- 

r ..Mu* ,, See Abernathy, Page 2 
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thy’s recollection of 
happened to he stayi 
’Motel, the scene of 
.incorrect. 

Lane said that Kin; 
the Rivermont 
away from the downtown 
an FBI r nn 
of Meniph; 

point out the j ... ■ 
using expensive todgings while 
ing a poor people’s 

■\ 

delivered 



.assassinated." 

thlrrt b n rnat ^ y , Smd he had Stqod °n the 
third noor balcony oufside the. Lorraine 
Motel room seconds bsforeKing’s death 
but had turned back inside theMoor “to’ 
put on some after-shave lotion ... and I 
’. ard , iat sounded like a firecracker ... 
the bullet was so powerful, it twisted his 
bodv. He M back jnt0 the ’ d ” W1Sted h,S 

1 with him In the ambulance 
operating room at St Joseph 
— — .. t off, and 
hole big enough 
my fists ..." 1 •• 
not tell him of any 
mountaintop speech, 
person, very, 
on to me certain 
didn’t want a long 
say I wanted to be a 
Justice and equality’ 

1 "’-u!d say frightened.” 
concerned 



_ s party stayed at 
Holiday Inn, a posh hotel 

, n - area, but that 

an FBI memorandum went to the editors 
....... ‘.''his newspapers, urging them to 

apparent irony of King 

> l/Tr lniw,,>. ...Lh, 

. — o support- 

campaign. 

Lane also charged that a speech 

■ 20 inns h “ n c the _ Sanate fl°°r on March 
. 29 JG8, by bon. Robert F. Byrd, D-West 
Va which chided King for staying at the 
Rivermont, was written by the FBI, in 
order to get him to move to the Lorraine 
; Abernathy said the Lorraine was 
chosen because "We stayed whore we 

b ck We °T- and - the Lorraine was 
ack owned and operated. “Plus thev 
had a lot of catfish there (The Lorraine 

catfish. "° 0m) and Dr ’ Kill « and I toved 
The night before his death Kina 
fn M > a SpeCdl at tha Mason Temp"! 

deathTt P h IS * ln Wh ' Ch he s P° ke of his 
h n w 1 h , C ° me t0 be known as his “I 

-ma ak ’ t0 tho Moutaintop" speech ! 
nd Abernathy said he believes King had 1 
been warned that he might be assasainat l 
ed before he delivered it. 

,,iv?!h , WaS <ir L ed ’ and he as kod me to ( 

tdw 1 m ‘ >pe0Ch that ni 6 ht -" Abernathy c 
told the committee. “(Hut) I knew thev r 
wanted to hear what \he Ust 
Warner of the 20 th Century had to Hay e 
he °had “ 7 * * ' ,remon| tlon, I think c 

s urm k 50 ™ W ° rd from some cl 

sources that he was going to be h 



and into tho 

Hospi tal ... they took his "shirt 1 
then 1 saw, there was a I ' 
in his body to put both of my fists 
He said King did - 
threats before the r 
but i’He was a different 
ve ry, jittery. He passed 
information, he said lie 
funeral ... ‘Just 

drum major for „ 

He was worried, I would 
Today’s testimony will be 
with die medical aspect of King’s death" 

ia on committee staff would allow him a 
ev w °M ye ff rday : S heann S’ an b that 
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FOLLOW ME TO TENNE$SE 

L follow Me !o Tennessee 11(1010 contest 
by (tie Tennessee Department 0 / Tom 
sinntiRrn 1 '? 0|le C 10 311 umateur and oral 
TSs 5 M U £Hf e ' s '. Eln|,lo » <! es ol me State 
elSKVnw ,elr ,fnm ediate families are 1 
eiiQioie. Ail pictures submitted becnniA ih« nr 
eay 01 ihe Department 0I T0 si ttoSmWi 

sasrsisTiS; 

Sim!S!S’ ma ’>T m . 

2. Color slides, color prints or alack and iwhi 
rS? (“Th™ may 1,8 submitted. Willi the 1 
pffi! o( slld8s all pictures musr be unmounlf 
^ u,es " ,ay lu»e been taken at any me h 
Photographs must ba*e been laken In Tennessf 
soma aspect ol the scsns/v. hi 
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